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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Research meetings throughout the semester in which 

students must present straightforward advances in their 

Political Science dissertation projects. Theories and 

methodologies of research in Political Science.

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

 

This course aims to assist students in writing a master's thesis in Political Science. The initial debates foster 

learners to seize the main theories and empirical strategies to help master all the project steps (from 

choosing a research question to outlining a work schedule). 

Through (1) the review of crucial reading materials, (2) seminars presenting individual projects, (3) 

comments on the classmates' academic works, (4) one-to-one meetings with the professor, and (5) writing 

practice, each student is expected to advance in their enterprise. 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 

By the end of the semester, students will be able to: 

1. Learn the key steps to improve their research projects. 

2. Discuss with their supervisors the most appropriate theoretical and methodological strategies. 

3. Conduct an autonomous investigation. 

4. Cooperate and dialogue with classmates. 

 

CLASSROOM METHODOLOGY PROCEDURES 

 

Each week, students will be expected to:  

1. Attend the lectures and read mandatory texts. 

2. Attend one-to-one sessions with the professor. 

3. Present research seminars.  

4. Complete and submit all assignments by due dates. 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

Unit 1 – Preliminary elements of writing a project and a dissertation in Political Science. 

Unit 2 – Presentation and discussion of research projects produced by the students. 

Unit 3 – Presentation and discussion of the final work. 
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GRADING 

 

Evaluation of students enrolled in this course follows the criteria stated below: 

- Participation, punctuality, and attendance: 10% of the final grade. 

- Comments on the mandatory readings: 20% of the final grade. 

- Research Project + Seminar (Part 1): 20% of the final grade. 

- Research Project + Seminar (Part 2): 20% of the final grade. 

- Final work encompassing at least 60% of each student's thesis: 40% of the final grade. 

 

BACKGROUND READING MATERIALS 

 

 

ALLISON, B. (2004) The student's guide to preparing dissertations and theses. London: Routledge. 

AZEVEDO, Israel Belo de. (2005). O prazer da produção científica: Diretrizes para a elaboração de 

trabalhos acadêmicos. São Paulo: Hagnos.  

BAUER, Martin; GASKELL, George. (2002). Pesquisa qualitativa com texto, imagem e som. Petrópolis, 

RJ: Vozes. 

BECKER, Howard S. (2007). Segredos e truques da pesquisa. Rio de Janeiro: Zahar. 

BELL, Judith. (2008). Projeto de Pesquisa: Guia para pesquisadores iniciantes em educação, saúde e 

ciências sociais. Porto Alegre, RS: Artmed. 

BIANCHETTI, Lucídio, MACHADO, Ana (orgs.). A bússola do escrever: Desafios e estratégias na 

orientação de teses e dissertações. Florianópolis: Ed. UFSC; São Paulo: Cortez, 2002.  

BIGGAM, J. (2011). Succeeding with your master's dissertation: a step-by-step handbook. 

Maidenhead: Open University Press. 

BOOTH, C, COLOMB G.; WILIAMS, J A. (2000). Arte da Pesquisa. Martins Fontes. 

BRADY, Henry E.; COLLIER, David. (2004). Rethinking social inquiry: diverse tools, shared standards. 

Lanham, MD, Rowan & Littlefield. 

BRYMAN, A. (2012) Social research methods. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

BURNHAM, P. et al. (2008) Research methods in politics. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

CHALMERS, A. (1990). Science and its fabrication. Buckingham: Open University 

CRESWELL, JOHN W. (2010). Projeto de Pesquisa: Métodos qualitativo, quantitativo e misto. Porto 

Alegre: Artmed. 296 p. 

DENSCOMBE, M. (2010). Ground rules for social research: guidelines for good practice. 2nd ed. 

Maidenhead: McGraw Hill Open University Press. 

DUVERGER, Maurice (1962). Ciência Política: Teoria e Método.  Rio de Janeiro: Zahar Editores.  

ECO, Umberto. (1983). Como se faz uma tese. São Paulo: Perspectiva. 

GIL, Antonio Carlos. (2007). Como elaborar projetos de pesquisa. 4. ed. São Paulo: Atlas. 

GREETHAM, B. (2009) How to write your undergraduate dissertation. Basingstoke: Palgrave 

Macmillan. 

HART, C. (2005) Doing your masters dissertation: Realizing your potential as a social scientist. 

London: SAGE. 
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JESSON, J. (2011) Doing your literature review: traditional and systematic techniques. London: SAGE. 

JUPP, Victor. (Ed.). The SAGE Dictionary of Social Research Methods. London, England: SAGE. 

KELLSTEDT, PAUL M.; WHITTEN, GUY D. (2009). The Fundamentals of Political Science Research. 

Cambridge University Press. 

LAVILLE, Christian; DIONNE, Jean. (1999). A construção do saber: Manual de metodologia da 

pesquisa em ciências humanas. Porto Alegre: Artes Médicas. 

LEITE, Fernando Baptista. (2010). Posições e divisões na Ciência Política brasileira contemporânea: 

explicando sua produção acadêmica. Rev. Sociol. Polit. [online], vol.18, n.37, p. 149-182. 

MARCH, David; STOCKER. Gerry (Orgs.). (1995). Theories and Methods in Political Science.    New 

York: St Martin's Press. 

MARQUES, F. P. J. A.; MIOLA, Edna. (2018). 1989, the year that never ended: epistemology and 

methodology of the research in Political Communication in Brazil. COMUNICAÇÃO E SOCIEDADE, v. 

33, p. 129. 

MARQUES, F. P. J.; MIOLA, E. Key concepts, dilemmas, and trends in Political Communication: A 

literature review considering the Brazilian landscape. Annals of the International Communication 

Association, v. 45, p. 1-19, 2021. 

MARSH, David; STOKER, Gerry. (1995). Theory and Methods in Political Science, London, Macmilllan 

Press Ltd, 1995. 

McMILLAN, K.; WEYERS, J. (2011) How to write dissertations & project reports. 2nd ed. Harlow: 

Pearson Education. 

MILLS, C. Wright. (1969). A imaginação sociológica. Rio de Janeiro: Zahar. 

NORTHEY, M. (2007). Making sense: a student's guide to research and writing. Toronto: Oxford 

University Press. 

PIERCE, R. (2008). Research methods in politics: a practical guide. London: SAGE. 

POLLOCK, P. (2005). The essentials of political analysis. Washington: CQ Press 

POPPER, K. (2007). A lógica da pesquisa científica. São Paulo: Edit. Cultrix 

QUIVY, R.; CAMPENHOUDT, L. (1992). Manual de investigação em ciências sociais. Lisboa: Gradiva 

REIS, Fábio Wanderley. (1991). “O tabelão e a lupa: teoria, método generalizante e ideografia no 

contexto brasileiro.” Revista Brasileira de Ciências Sociais, p.  27-42. 

SANTOS, Boaventura de Souza. Um discurso sobre a Ciência Porto, Edições Afrontamento, 1999. 

SEVERINO, A. (2000). Metodologia do trabalho científico. São Paulo: Cortez Editora. 

SILBERGH, D. M. (2001). Doing dissertations in politics: a student guide. London; New York. 

SOARES, Gláucio Ary Dillon. (2005). O Calcanhar Metodológico da Ciência Política no Brasil  

Sociologia, Problemas e Práticas, n.º 48, p. 27-52. 

SOMEKH, B.; LEWIN, C. (2005). Research Methods in the Social Sciences. London: Sage. 

THOMAS, G. (2009) How to do your research project: a guide for students in education and applied 

social sciences. London: SAGE. 

WALLIMAN, Nicholas. (2006) Social research methods. London: SAGE. 

 

+ Texts assigned by the professor and each student's supervisor. 


