
 

 
                                                                        

@ponteufpr @ponteufpr @marquesjamil 

RESEARCH METHODS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE 

UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL | WORKLOAD: 90h | UFPR 

PROFESSOR 

 
Dr. Francisco Paulo Jamil Marques 

e-mail: marquesjamil@ufpr.br 

UFPR, Edf. Pedro I, Room 520

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Research in the Political Science field. Techniques for building 

research projects.

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
 

This course aims to assist undergraduate students in all steps necessary to build a research project in 

Political Science. The discussion is based on scrutinizing the field's objects, theories, methods, and 

epistemological disputes, allowing learners to comprehend state-of-the-art research approaches. 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

By the end of the semester, students will be able to: 

1. Acknowledge the trends and characteristics of a research project in Political Science.  

2. Write a research project in Political Science. 

3. Comprehend the array of methods to choose the most appropriate for each situation. 

 

CLASSROOM METHODOLOGY PROCEDURES 

 

Each week, students will be expected to:  

1. Attend the lectures.  

2. Read mandatory texts. 

3. Participate in the discussion in all class sections. 

4. Analyze research projects developed by other researchers. 

5. Attend one-on-one meetings. 

6. Present a seminar about their projects. 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

Unit 1 – Research in Social Sciences and Political Science. 

Unit 2 – Research Project: definitions and features 

Unit 3 – Building a research project. 

Unit 4 – Presenting and discussing individual research projects. 
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GRADING 

 

After the first in-class meetings (when the professor presents and discusses each topic of a high-quality 

research project), the students must start outlining their respective research plans. Each one will receive 

feedback on the work in order to improve it. 

- Research project (Part 1): Research questions, objectives, and hypotheses. 

- Research project (Part 2): Literature review + Methods. 

 

Evaluation of students enrolled in this course follows the criteria stated below: 

- Review of mandatory readings: 20% of the final grade. 

- Research project (Part 1): 20% of the final grade. 

- Research project (Part 2): 20% of the final grade. 

- Research project (final version): 40% of the final grade. 
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