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PROFESSOR 

 
Dr. Francisco Paulo Jamil Marques 

e-mail: marquesjamil@ufpr.br 

UFPR, Edf. Pedro I, Room 520

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Journalism as a field of knowledge. The main theories in 

Journalism Studies. Instrumentalist and constructionist 

paradigms. The media's role in building our reality. 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 

By the end of the semester, students will be able to: 

1. Consider the journalistic product as a discursive and cultural practice in contemporary societies. 

2. Identify the relationships between journalists and journalism organizations. 

3. Analyze and comprehend the main Theories of Journalism. 

4. Examine the extent to which Journalism can be understood as a form of knowledge.  

 

CLASSROOM METHODOLOGY PROCEDURES 

 

Each week, students will be expected to:  

1. Attend the lectures. 

2. Read mandatory texts. 

3. Participate in the discussion in all class sections. 

4. Complete and submit all assignments by due dates. 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

Unit 1 – Theories of Journalism and Communication Theory. 

Classical and contemporary theories in mass communication: An overview 

Journalistic narratives and professional procedures. 

Journalism as a form of knowledge. 

 

Unit 2 – The journalistic field: Profession and institutions. 

The concepts of social field, doxa, and habitus. 

Journalism as a profession.  

Journalism institutions. 

Journalism and its intersections with other social fields.  

mailto:marquesjamil@ufpr.br


 

 
                                                                        

@ponteufpr @ponteufpr @marquesjamil 

 

Unit 3 – Theories of Journalism. 

History, concepts, foundations, and critics. 

Gatekeeping Theory. 

Organizational Theory. 

Political Action Theory. 

Constructionist Theory / Newsmaking. 

Agenda-setting. 

Framing. 

The spiral of silence. 

Third-person and other media effects. 

 

 

GRADING 

 

Evaluation of students enrolled in this course follows the criteria stated below: 

- Midterm Exam: 50% of the final grade. 

- Comments on mandatory readings: 30% of the final grade. 

- Group seminars: 20% of the final grade. 
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